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Skinner and Classical Republicanism
YAO Da—zhi

Abstract: Contemporary republicanism can be divided into two schools, “civil republicanism” and “classical
republicanism”. The main representative of the former is Habermas, while that of the latter is Skinner. Skin-
ner’s classical republicanism can be divided into two parts. The first part is about individual liberty. Skinner
advocates “negative liberty” like the liberals, but he puts more emphasis on attachment and slavery. The sec-
ond part is about the liberal state. He advocates the “consent theory” like the liberals, but his concept of the
state underlines civic participation and the public interest. There is a fundamental difference between liberal -
ism and classical republicanism in the view of liberty. For liberalism, what deprives liberty is interference; For
classical republicanism, what deprives liberty is mainly attachment.

Key words: political philosophy, Skinner, republicanism, liberalism
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