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What Is Genealogy

—— An Analysis of Foucault’s Political Philosophy
Yao Dazhi

Abstract: Michel Foucault is the most famous postmodernist and an influencing political philosopher in
contemporary society. Foucault’s postmodernism and political philosophy converges on his genealogy.
What is genealogy? Foucault’s genealogy is constituted by three elements, which are power, knowledge
and body. So, the genealogy has two basic themes around power: One theme inquires on the relation
of power and knowledge, which is named “politics of truth”; Another theme discusses the relation of
power and body, which is named “bio-politics”. Foucault always focuses his attention on power in the

genealogy, but he only proposes an analysis of power, does not put forward a theory of anti-power.

Key word: Michel Foucault, political philosophy, genealogy, postmodernism
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