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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The End of Value Dogmatism
——Sandel’ s Theory of Justice in View of “The Trolley Problem”

Li De-shun

Proceeding from the case of “the Trolley Problem” as presented by Michael J. Sandel this paper uses
the perspective of a Marxist theory of value to explore the theoretical gains and losses in Western scholars’
answers to the “ethical dilemma” it poses and to the so-called “paradox of justice. ” The paper’ s analysis
shows that the way the dilemma has been put forward and the difficulty philosophers have faced in answering it
result from a disconnection between concepts and historical practice especially the traditional value dogmatism
in utilitarianism  liberalism and virtue ethics. As a result theoretical criticism has been hindered and
thinking led to the dead end of norm conflicts. This paper points out that with globalization and the building of
a community of common destiny for all mankind it is time for us to go beyond the limits of value dogmatism
to pay special attention to the subjective features of value norms and to thoroughly understand the structure of
multiple subjects. Moreover with an accurate judgment based on the unification of subjective rights we can
overcome the limits of traditional thinking and thereby establish value thinking and value theories including
law and ethics which are suitable to our current conditions.

On Political Aesthetics and Marx’ s Reconstruction of Anthropology
Zhang Dun

To reflect the perfection of being itself in virtue of the terminology of perfect humanity is one of the great
creative ideas of Plato” s political philosophy. In Plato’ s view perfect humanity is not an actual man but
rather a thorough understanding of the concept of the human being. Additionally Plato insists that philosophy
is the method of creating the perfection of humanity; that is philosophy is a way to create the knowledge of the
human being as human being. Following these ideas Plato turns political philosophy into political aesthetics.
Marx takes the free personality fully developed in the community of free men as the supreme concept of the
human being thus making modern political philosophy refocus on the terminology of perfect humanity. In this
way Marx renews and promotes the original problem of Plato’ s political philosophy. However we should note
that Marx’ s approach to the concept of the human being is different from Plato’ s. Marx does not present the
concept of perfect humanity directly by fixating on the actual human being but rather goes beyond reality by
reflecting on the existence of the actual human being. On the basis of this Marx can recreate the formal
concept and transcendental principle of perfect humanity with the aid of philosophical theory.

Legalist-Confucian or Confucian-Legalist?
—Reconsidering the Relationship between Xunzi and the Legalists

Wang Zheng

The relationship between Xunzi and later Legalists is an important issue in Chinese philosophy. Xunzi’s
attitude towards the Legalists is critical and he did not agree with their concepts of law () method ()
and power (). Moreover although a Confucian he absorbed some ideas from Legalism making his
concept of ritual () have a tendency towards despotism. Later Legalists were students of the Confucian



