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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Duality of the Capitalist Mode of Production and Its Paradox of Justice:
On the “Tucker-Wood Thesis” from the Perspective of Das Kapital and Its Manuscript Edition

Wang Fengming

Capitalism is not only a mode of production based on commodity production but also a mode of production
based on class exploitation. In the former sense capitalists are the possessors of monetary commodities and
workers are the possessors of labour commodities and between them exists a relationship between ordinary
buyers and sellers. In the latter sense capitalists are personified capital and workers are employed labourers

and between them exists a relationship between exploiters and exploited. Viewing capitalism as based on
commodity production the exchange between capitalists and workers follows the law of equal exchange of
commodities. They are both free and equal so it is just. Viewing capitalism as based on class exploitation

workers must produce surplus value for capitalists so as to realize the value multiplication of capital and the
relationship between them is neither free nor equal meaning it is unjust. It is the duality of the capitalist mode

of production that determines the paradoxicality and reflexivity of justice.

The Biopolitics in Das Kapital
Wang Qingfeng

At the end of the fourth chapter of Das Kapital ~“The Transformation of Money into Capital ” Marx expresses
the consequences of biopolitics: the money-owner strides out in front as a capitalist and the possessor of
labour-power follows as his worker. The one smirks self-importantly and is intent upon business; the other is
timid and holds back. By tracing the internal relationship between Das Kapital and biopolitics from the results
of the latter we can find that this discipline is realized by the punishment of the body and the regulation of
life resulting in the deprivation of wage labourers of the basic qualities of life in modern society. The birth of
biopolitics is closely related to the concept of labour-power. In the biopolitical sense on the one hand capital
s authority over labour-power is represented by the regulation and control through discipline of the workers by
the capitalists. On the other hand capital transforms labour-power from “live labour” to “dead labour. ” The
two power technologies of biopolitics has acquired their full significance in Das Kapital. 1t is in this sense that

Das Kapital marks the birth of biopolitics in modern society.

Dai Zhen: Between the Confucian Classics and Neo-Confucianism
Sheng Ke

Dai Zhen was a philosopher strongly opposed to the metaphysics of Neo-Confucianism but at the same time
deeply influenced by that school. This is shown from his adoption of the Neo-Confucian theoretical framework
on the basis of which he defines the identity between the immanence of man and the externality of the world
and hence establishes his entire theoretical system. Differing from Neo-Confucianism he holds that this
identity is founded upon the empirical gi and not upon a transcendental subject. In this way Dai Zhen% theory
accepts human desire and empirical knowledge and makes Confucianism more secular. However having

removed the transcendental Dao another solution is needed for the establishment and construction of order. In



