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How does Das Kapital Demonstrate the Historical Materialism
BAI Gang Jilin University

Abstract. As the “critique of political economy” Marx reveals in Das Kapital that the “thing” of histor—
ical materialism as “the new materialism” is rather the abstract thing in the traditional materialism than the
things that are sensible and supersensory such as concrete commodity money and capital as well as the social
relationship between individuals behind it. The capitalist social relationship is by no means natural general
eternal or historical. In contrast it will head for its doom gradually with the change of mode of production. In
Das Kapital Marx has uncovered the secret of the oppression and exploitation of the proletariat by the bour—
geoisie through “surplus value” and claimed to “eliminate private ownership” by “reconstructing the person—
al ownership” in order to advance the proletariat’ s liberation. In Das Kapital Marx has truly combined the
materialism and history which historically explained the historical destiny of capitalism and the future prospect
of communism and unveiled “the answer in political economy” to the “riddle of history ”. Therefore Das Kap—
ital has not only made use of historical materialism but also demonstrated it.

Key words: Das Kapital; historical materialism; critique of political economy; capitalist code of produc—

tion; surplus value



