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What is historical materialism?

CHENG Biao LI Hui-ming
( Jilin University Changchun 130012  China)
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Abstract: Historical materialism is a modern form of materialism. lts basic content should be appropriately conceived as a phil—-

osophical means of thinking 1.

e. the comprehension of the problems concerning society and history just as they present them—

selves and discard all kinds of abstract ideas divorced from the real historical world. The philosophical mode of thinking of his—

torical materialism is neither empirical nor positive. It not only contradicts directly to Hegelian speculative idealism but also

transcends Feuerbach’s contemplative materialism. The theoretical goal of historical materialism does not aim to construct a sci—

ence of history similar to a natural science but to discovery and ascertain the real conditions of human liberation or Commu—

nism. Therefore the critiques of the capitalist mode of production constitute the core issue of historical materialism that is cri—

tique is the nature of this theory.

Key words: historical materialism; mode of thinking; capitalist mode of production; Communism
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