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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Overcoming of Man’s Self-Alienation in Religious Life
Sun Zheng-yu

The nature of religion lies in human beings’ “self-alienation” in the “holy image” of religion the
essential thing-in-itself that regularizes human beings’ thoughts and actions. Devout religious belief is
accomplished by establishing believing in and internalizing the holy image. Human beings create religion in
order to acquire the existential meaning of holiness from religion’ s holy image. However this existential
meaning can only be acquired from the holy image and it cannot be anything but human beings’ religious
self-alienation. Philosophy — acting as the vitality of civilization’ s living soul — relies on revealing the self—
alienation in human beings’ holy image and on revealing the self-alienation in human beings’ “unholy

image ” leading civilizational transformation using new philosophical concepts.

The History and Method of Research on Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe
Zhou Jia<xin

Marx—Engels-Gesamtausgabe (MEGA) has been the important academic resource for Marxist philosophy
studies in China. To promote the Marxist studies today we should pay special attention toz (1) the editing
and researching histories of various Marx%ngels collected works including MEGA ; (2) the special theoretical
methods of text research on Marx-Engels classical works; (3) a preliminary exploration of research on MEGA
in the internal unity of the text the intellectual history and the ideology from four perspectives 1i.e. the
variation of text structure the investigation of writing procedure the differentiation among key concepts and

the reconstruction of intellectual context.

On Faith in the Dao in Daoism
Chen Xia

The Dao is not only Daoism’ s highest philosophical concept but also its ultimate object of faith. Since
the Dao has the special characteristic of wu (nothingness) and lacks any fixed form or unified standards
faith in the Dao is not faith in a fixed uniform or external Other. Instead this type of faith incorporates
uncertainty and change within itself and historical events reveal to us that faith in limited things always leads
to conflict and disaster. Moreover faith in the Dao is not only a belief in some external and high Other but
in the idea that the Dao “models what is natural. ” The Dao in fact accords with the myriad things
respects their unique and numerous variations and supports the realization of their individual selves.
Therefore the Dao does not have a single form and there is no single path to reach it. The Dao relinquishes
power to humanity and allows each human being to become the master of their own mind. Faith in the Dao
has the potential to assist human groups in coming together in an orderly and free society which possesses a

sense of the sacred.



