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Democratic Equality: From the Perspective of the Primary Good

Yao Dazhi

Abstract: John Rawls is the most important representative of contemporary egalitarians, and he calls his
theory of egalitarianism “democratic equality”. Perceived from the view of “equality of what”, Rawls’ theory
should be called “equality of the primary good”. We will discuss this conception of equality from three
aspects. First, we will analyze the conception of the primary good to explain its specific meaning and its
relation to the principle of justice. Secondly, we will try to reveal several defects in the conception of the
primary good, including two major issues, the first issue being the objectivity of primary good, and the second
the nature of primary good. Finally, we will explore the problem of individual responsibility in the theory of
egalitarianism; from the view of the primary good, there are obvious weaknesses related to democratic
equality.

Key words: equality, primary good, justice, democracy
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