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Why Does Marx’ s Capital Start with the Analysis of the Commodity?

HAN Zhi — wei*® CHEN Jun - kun®"

( a. Center for Fundamentals of Philosophy; b. School of Philosophy and Sociology Jilin University Changchun 130012 China)

Abstract: Marx’s Capital starts with an analysis of the commodity. In the Economic Manuscripts ( 1857 — 1858)

i
)

which is the

manuscript of the Capital Marx starts with the chapter on the currency. Marx’ s analysis of the commodity in the Capital is based on

the fact that the concept of the commodity is the only possible beginning of the Capital and the analysis of the commodity is the only

possible opening chapter of the Capital. It is also because the “externality” of the chapter on the commodity as the opening chapter of

the Capital makes the overall structure and the logic of the Capital develop from abstract to concrete.
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