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The Synthetic Reality: Tacit Whole and Subsidiary Details: An Interpretation

of Polanyi’s Knowing and Being ( by ZHANG Yi-bing)

Abstract: Tacit knowing is a kind of relational intuition, which leads us to tacitly understand the
“synthetic reality” behind the appearance through the overall grasp of the relationship between details. The
concept of “synthetic” here implies the synthetic judgment a priori discovered by Kant. In fact, it is an
existentialist extension of Polanyi’s endeavor to understand the mysterious power of Kant’s a priori intellectual
framework which can automatically shape experience and conceptual structure. His understanding of the
relationship between the whole and details of the synthetic reality in tacit knowing has evolved from a one—
way relationship of tacit integration to a complex function of two-way construction.

Keywords: Polanyi, Knowing and Being, tacit knowing, synthetic reality

A Relational Value: Value Awareness of “Inter-values” ( by HE Lai)

Abstract: The exclusiveness and incompatibility of values and the consequent contradictions,
disruptions and conflicts among them, that is, the issue of “inter-values”, is one of the most deep-rooted
and serious challenges and risks that we face in the reality and contemporary society. The conflicts and risks
of values need to be regulated and resolved at the level of value. Therefore, we need a “relational value” , a
value that can harmonized different values, or, a highdevel value that can coordinate different values.
Mutual respect for freedom, mutual acknowledgement and social justice are the three important aspects that
modern society seeks in a “relational value”. They coordinate values from different angles and thus play a
vital role in stabilizing and developing modern society.

Keywords: values, ‘inter-values”, a relational value

On the Three Meanings of “Chinese Ethics”: Also on the Construction of
Contemporary Ethics with Chinese Characteristics ( by JIANG Chang)

Abstract: Since “Chinese ethics” may have three different meanings, it is necessary to figure out in
which sense we are going to rewrite or construct contemporary Chinese ethics. What we are going to construct
is neither ethics created in China, nor ethics merely suitable for China, but contemporary ethics with
Chinese characteristics. Without constructing ethics with Chinese characteristics, we cannot construct ethics
as a discipline, inherit or innovate the Chinese and Western academic traditions of ethics, or contribute
Chinese moral doctrines and wisdom to the world. More importantly, ethics with Chinese characteristics has
been there in Chinese history and made great contribution to the world with profound influence. In the
construction of contemporary ethics with Chinese characteristics, we must inherit the excellent tradition of
ethics, carry on excellent genes and develop reasonable elements in Chinese traditional ethics, extract and
elevate the moral spirit of the time, maintain ethics as a discipline, and promote contemporary ethics with
Chinese characteristics to the world.

Keywords: Chinese ethics, ethics with Chinese characteristics, Western ethics

Stages of Centralized Ritual System and Their Features ( by TANG Qin-fu)

Abstract: The centralized ritual system has constituted an important period in the evolvement of
Chinese traditional rituals. It is a national ritual system with centralized power in despotism as its political
foundation, small-scale peasant economy as its economic foundation, Confucianism as its theoretical
foundation, five rituals as its forms and upholding imperial power as its content. The centralized ritual system
can be divided into four stages: the forming stage from the founding of the Qin Dynasty to the Sui Dynasty,
the mature stage in the Tang and Song Dynasties, the declining stage in the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties
( before the reign of Emperor Daoguang) and the transition stage from the reigns of Emperors Daoguang and
Xianfeng in the Qing Dynasty to the period of the Republic of China. The four stages manifest in apparently
different ways and thus their features are distinctive. Along with the growing trend of the eastward spread of
Western culture since the reigns of Emperors Daoguang and Xianfeng, modern industry started and developed
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