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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

A Study of Contemporary Chinese Philosophy from the Perspective of Theoretical Thinking
Sun Zhengyu

Philosophical research in contemporary China realizes its own emancipation by advancing thought
concerning social emancipation and by transforming the intuitive reflection theory based on naive realism the
linear causality theory based on mechanical determinism and the essentialist reductionism based on abstract
ontology. Problem-oriented theoretical thinking enhances contemporary Chinese philosophy’s ability to engage
with epochal problems: its theoretical insights when seeking to capture and grasp them its theoretical
generalization when analyzing and refining them its theoretical speculation when explaining and expounding
upon them and its theoretical imagination when answering and solving them. Problem-oriented theoretical
thinking moreover provides new and timely connotations as well as philosophical categories and propositions
and offers an indispensable solid basis for theoretical thinking concerning the construction of the discipline and

academic and discourse systems of philosophy in contemporary China.

To Interpret Chinese Philosophy in Western Terms or to Westernize It?
Zhang Rulun

A milestone of Western philosophy Kant’s selfdegislating moral philosophy is a particular kind of moral
philosophy and its definitions of moral foundations universality —and necessity; imperative of moral
responsibility; and motivation for moral action among other aspects provide systematic and creative answers
to key questions. Kant’ s selfdegislating moral philosophy specifically derives from certain foundational
questions of modern Western moral philosophy. However for some modern Chinese philosophers e. g. Mou
Zongsan Kantian selfdegislating moral philosophy is the model for moral philosophy itself and is therefore
universally applicable; these thinkers treat traditional Chinese philosophy as merely an analogue of Kantian
selfdegislating moral philosophy. After clarifying the basic principles and positions of Kant’ s selfdegislating
moral philosophy this article compares Kant’ s views with those of Confucianism and demonstrates that
wrapping traditional Chinese philosophy in the guise of modern Western philosophy is to obscure and distort the

former’ s original and universal contributions.

On Choosing a Path for the Modernization of Chinese Classical Hermeneutics
Fu Yongjun

The modern transformation of the traditional interpretation of the Chinese classics faces a complex
situation. Externally stimulated by Western hermeneutics it is necessary to establish a Chinese-Western
dialogue by taking Western hermeneutics as a reference for the modernization of Chinese hermeneutical
traditions as well as to construct a problem domain and to creatively achieve the purpose of transforming
Western hermeneutics into modern Chinese hermeneutics. The distinction between these two internally

demands connecting ancient Chinese exegesis to modern Chinese hermeneutics via the transformation of the



