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In What Sense Is Historical Materialism a Political Philosophy

Bai Gang
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin 130012)

[ Key words | historical materialism; political philosophy; Das Capital; political economics criticism;
inner turn

[ Abstract] The historical materialism of Marx’s “real people and their historical development” and
the political philosophy as “the history of national economics redemption” are all negating and critici-
zing capitalism through “criticism of political economy”, and opens ways and creates for people’s free
and comprehensive development. In this sense, both historical materialism and political philosophy are
the unity of reality and normative, scientific, and critical natures. The two follow the same path: his-
torical materialism is the opening of political philosophy, and political philosophy is the deepening of
historical materialism. The unity of historical materialism and political philosophy is manifested in the
transformation from the law of value to the law of surplus value, and from the exchange of goods to
class struggle which are reflected in the “critique of political economy” in Das Capital. This transfor-
mation is actually the “inner turn” of Marx's philosophy itself from “historical materialism” to “politi-

cal philosophy.”
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