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Comparativity or Inmanence: An Inquiry on Equality and Deserving

from the Dimension of Values
Wang Li, Liu Xuan

Abstract: In contemporary political philosophy, the arguments on equality and deserving triggered an enthusiastic
debate about justice in the western academia. Whether justice is “comparativity” or “non-comparativity” is one of the de-
bated topics. “Comparative justice” and “non-Comparative justice” were meant to describe the typological difference of
justice theories: the emphasis on the “non-comparativity” is essentially to emphasize the unique position of deserving in
justice theories; the emphasis on “comparativity” is principally to justify equality in social justice. However, “compara-
tivity” is adopted by equality theory to defend itself and refute deserving in contemporary discourse. When “comparativi-
ty” is established as the sole characteristics of distributive justice, equality can exclude deserving from the domain of dis-
tributive justice. The discussion of “comparativity” is fundamentally a debate about the “immanence” of the value of jus-
tice.

Keywords: Distributive Justice; Equality; Deserving; Comparativity; Immanence
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