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Abstract In Robert L.Heilbroner’s opinion, the true greatness of Marx's The Capital is that it answers the fundamental question,

what is capitalism? Heilbroner attempted to discuss this question by using the analytical framework of essence and logic, that is, the

essence refers to the fundamental driving force of social development; the logic to the structural change of social system. Based on

the research on The Capital, Heilbroner pointed out that, the driving force of capitalist society is the desire to accumulate capital

combining wealth with power while the structural change of capitalist society is pushed forward by its essence. The logical analysis of

capitalism is ultimately concerned with the future of capitalism. All we can do is to do social analysis of capitalism instead of

accurately predict the future of capitalism. We can form our own expectation although it is impossible to anticipate scientifically the

future of capitalism. In any case, we have to think clearly what is capitalism, before we think what capitalism might become.

Key words capitalism; nature; logic; expected
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