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On Institutional Utilitarianism
Yao Dazhi

Abstract: Utilitarianism is in a substantial theoretical dilemma: Is it necessary to make comparisons of personal
utilities? Neither the behavioral utilitarianism nor regulative utilitarianism could provide an answer to this question. Insti-
tutional utilitarianism attempts to answer it. When we can make comparisons of personal utility, we do it; when we can’t
make comparisons of personal utility, we act according to institutions. There are two theoretical aims in institutional utili-
tarianism. One is to overcome the problems of previous utilitarianisms, and then offer a more reasonable understanding
about the principle of utilitarianism (maximization of utilities). The other is to challenge mainstream liberalism (rights-
based liberalism), and manage to obtain an advantaged position for utilitarianism in contemporary political philosophy.
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